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Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund 

Frequently Asked Questions about the Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students 
under Section 18004 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act 

 
The C AR ES  Act , which  establ i s hes and funds the Higher Educat i on Emergency Reli ef Fund  
(HEER F) , dire ct s inst i t ut i ons  of higher edu cat i on 
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Ins t i t ut i ons will have mo re fl exi bi l i t y in the use of the port i on o f the HEER F that is made 
avai l abl e to cover an inst i t ut i on’s cost s  associ at ed  with signi fi cant changes to the deli very 
of inst ruct i on due to the  coron avi rus . Th e Dep art m ent will provi de a FAQ do cum ent 
regardi ng th e allowabl e uses of funds for an inst i t ut i on’s cost s short l y afte r maki ng those 
funds avai l abl e to inst i t ut i ons. 
 
 

3) Can institutions that have provided institutionally-funded emergency grants to 
students as a result of COVID-19 reimburse themselves from the funds for the 
emergency financial aid grants to students? 

The only inst i t ut i onal l y -funded emerg ency g ra nt s to student s  that ar e eligi bl e fo r 
reim burs em ent from the funds for emerg ency financi al aid g rant s to stu dent s  under the 
CAR ES Act  are grant s : 1) for authori zed exp ens es relat ed to the disrupt i on of campus 
operat i ons due to corona vi rus as set fort h in Se ct i on 18004(c) of the CAR ES Act ; 2) made 
to student s eligi bl e to recei ve emerg ency finan ci al aid grant s under the CAR ES Act ; and 
3) made on or after M arc h 27, 2020, the date the CAR ES Act was enact ed. An inst i t ut i on 
must use no less th an 50 per cent of funds p rovi de d pursuant to Se ct i ons 18004(a)(1) and 
18004(c) for  eme rgency financi al aid grant s to student s. An inst it ut i on  must  docum ent that 
reim burs em ent s  for inst i t ut i onal l y -funded emer gency grant s to student s  are made in 
accord anc e with the CA R ES Act.  
 
 

4) Can institutions that 
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5) Can institutions use 
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9)  What students are eligible to receive emergency financial aid grants from the 
HEERF?  
 
Only student s who are or coul d be eligi bl e to part ici pat e in program s under Sect i on 484 in  
Titl e IV  of the Higher Ed ucat i on Act of 1965, as amended (HEA) , may rec e i ve e merg ency 
f inanci al a id g rant s . If a student has filed a Fre e Appl i cat i on for Feder al Student Aid 
(FAFS A ), then the student has demons t rat ed eligi bi l i t y to part i ci pat e in program s under 
Sect i on 484 the HEA . Student s who hav e not file d a FA FS A but  who ar e eligi bl e to file a 
FAFS A  also may rec ei v e emerg ency financi al ai d grant s. T he crit e ri a to part i ci pat e in 
program s under Sect i on 484 of the HEA  incl ude but are not limit ed to the foll owi ng:  U.S. 
citi zen s hi p 



5 
 

ai d grant s to student s are for expens es relat ed to the disrupt i on of campus operat i ons due 


