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Modified the share of (a)(1) funds that must be used for financial aid grants to students: 
The CARES Act required that 50 percent of 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/314a1allocationtableheerfii.pdf
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in the Supplemental Agreements that will be attached to the GANs for the supplemental 
awards. For reference, examples of the new Supplemental Agreements for the Student 
Aid Portion and Institutional Portion grants are available in our notice announcing the 
availability of these new funds in our Federal Register notice here (January 15, 2021). 

3. Question: My public or private nonprofit institution is on the CRRSAA (a)(1) allocation 
table but did not receive funding under the CARES Act. How can we receive funds under 
the CRRSAA? 

Answer: Eligible public or private nonprofit institutions that did not receive Student Aid 
Portion or Institutional Portion grants (CFDAs 84.425E and 84.425F) under the CARES 
Act may apply via Grants.gov for Student Aid Portion or Institutional Portion grants 
under section 314(a)(1) of the CRRSAA. Institutions must submit complete applications 
for both the Student Aid Portion and Institutional Portion grants.  

Each completed application for a Student Aid Portion or Institutional Portion grant must 
consist of:  

1) A completed SF-424 and SF-424 supplemental form; 
2) A Certification and Agreement (either the Student Aid Portion Certification and 

Agreement (Gold C&A), or the Institutional Portion Certification and Agreement 
(Blue C&A), as appropriate); and 

3) The Required Notification of Endowment Excise Tax Paid Form (if applicable)  

The Grants.gov Funding Opportunity Numbers are ED-GRANTS-041020-003 for the 
Student Aid Portion and ED-GRANTS-042120-004 for the Institutional Portion. 
Applications must be submitted by April 15, 2021. To register to use Grants.gov, please 
visit their “How to Apply for Grants” webpage here, or call their Applicant Support 
helpdesk at 1-800-518-4726. More information about how to apply is available on our 
HEERF II CRRSAA website. 

If an institution has previously received a Student Aid Portion grant but not an 
Institutional Portion grant under the CARES Act, that institution will have to submit an 
application for only an Institutional Portion grant and its Student Aid Portion grant will 
be supplemented as described above. 

The Department has issued a CRRSAA (a)(1) allocation table indicating which 
institutions are eligible for both supplemental and new awards under section 314(a)(1) of 
the CRRSAA. 

4. Question: How long does a public or private nonprofit institution that did not receive 
funding under the CARES Act have to apply for the (a)(1) programs? 

Answer: CRRSAA section 314(f) requires that public or private nonprofit institutions 
apply for funding within 90 days of the publication of the Notice Inviting Applications, 
which is April 15, 2021. 

 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-00935
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/314a1allocationtableheerfii.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/314a1allocationtableheerfii.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/goldcaheerfiistudent.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/goldcaheerfiistudent.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/bluecaheerfiiinstitution.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/heerfiitexcisetaxform.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/apply-for-grants.html
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/apply-for-grants.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/crrsaa.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/314a1allocationtableheerfii.pdf


https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/allocationsforsection18004a1ofcaresact.pdf
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This minimum “floor” will be automatically calculated (based on the amount required to 
be spent under the CARES Act, which should be inclusive of the amounts apportioned to 
institutions based on students enrolled exclusively in distance education) for institutions 
receiving supplemental awards and this minimum “floor” will be the amount awarded to 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/heerffaqsoct2020rollup.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/heerffaqsoct2020rollup.pdf
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10. Question: How has the use of funds changed for institutional uses? 

Answer: Institutions have expanded flexibility in their use of supplemental Institutional 
Portion funds (CFDA 84.425F). Under section 18004(c) of the CARES Act, institutions 
were required to use their Institutional Portion awards to cover any costs associated with 
significant changes to the delivery of instruction due to the coronavirus and/or for 
additional emergency financial aid grants, subject to certain limitations.  

In contrast, allowable uses under the CRRSAA for Institutional Portion awards include: 

• Defraying expenses associated with coronavirus (including lost revenue, 
reimbursement for expenses already incurred, technology costs associated with a 
transition to distance education, faculty and staff trainings, and payroll); 

• Carrying out student support activities authorized by the Higher Education Act of 
1965, as amended (HEA), that address needs related to coronavirus; and 

• Making additional financial aid grants to students (as described in Question 

�x 
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• For their Institutional Portion CARES Act grants (CFDA 84.425F), institutions 
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Institutions must only submit this form once for all HEERF grant programs, and no 
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Answer: Although the entire amount of a grantee’s CRRSAA Student Aid Portion or 
Institutional Portion grant award or supplemental award will be available to the grantee 
as soon as it has been obligated by the Department, under 2 CFR § 200.305(b), HEERF 
grantees are under an obligation to minimize the time between drawing down funds from 
G5 and paying obligations incurred by the grantee (liquidation). If a HEERF grantee is 
using HEERF grant funds to make financial aid grants to students, the Department may 
evaluate for compliance with the rule grantees who have not drawn down the funds from 
G5 and not paid the obligations (the financial aid grants to students) to the students 
within fifteen calendar days. For all other allowable uses, the Department may evaluate 
grantees who have not taken these steps within three calendar days. This enhanced 
flexibility for student grant programs is because students may not accept and draw down 
their financial aid grants from grantees’ accounts within the three day window, or an 
institution may experience difficulties in contacting eligible students due to factors 
related to the pandemic. 
 

18. Question: Can my institution charge indirect costs to its HEERF grants? 

Answer: Indirect costs may be charged only to Institutional Portion awards, both new 
and supplemental, and may not be charged to any Student Portion grant awards because 
the student allocation represents an amount of funds that must be distributed to students. 

Generally, this indirect cost rate will be the on-campus rate specified in an institution’s 
negotiated indirect cost rate agreement. If an institution does not have a current 
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20. Question: Under the Uniform Guidance requirements, institutions must receive prior 
written approval (prior approval) for a many types of costs under 2 CFR § 200.407. Is 
that prior approval required for HEERF grants? 

Answer: Generally, no. This FAQ constitutes notice that due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Department is providing its prior approval for the following cost items for 
all formula grants under the HEERF program from March 13, 2020 through the period of 

https://wm3]/Lank/Ty.4f53sv81B0y21d41/n/text 100idx?SID=a86eb20230(e123 7933 25/330(<-0cafa

